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Aim: Was the Chinese Communist Revolution a success or a 

failure? 

DAY ONE 

Daily Aim: Who should have ruled China: the Nationalists or the Communists ? 



The May 4 th Movement 



Directions: View the image, read the following account of the May 4 th Movement and answer 
the questions below. 

At the end of the First World War, in 
1918, China was convinced it would be able 
to reclaim the territories occupied by the 
Germans in present-day Shandong Province. 
After all, it had fought along with the Allies. 
However, it was not to be. . . .The 
Allies. . .acknowledged Japan's territorial 
claims in China. When it became known in 
China in April 1919 that the negotiations over 
the Treaty of Versailles would not honor 
China's claims, it gave rise to a movement 
that might be considered . . .revolutionary. . . . 

In the course of this May Fourth Movement (IHjSgfj, Wusi Yundong), some 5,000 students 
from Beijing University hit the streets to demonstrate against the Versailles Treaty. 




1) What happened in Beijing in May of 1919? 



2) Why were Chinese people angry about the Treaty of Versailles? 



3) is a word that refers to the Beijing students' feelings 

of loyalty to China. This idea is one reason that they protested the Versailles 
Treaty. 



The 3 Principles of the People - Sun Yat Sen (Yixian) 

Directions: Read the following primary source and complete the questions that 
follow the reading. 

The principles which I have held. . .were. . .modelled on European theory and 
experience They are described as follows: 

1. The Principle of Nationalism 

... the Chinese as a people are independent in spirit and in conduct. . . .we should strive to 
maintain independence in the family of nations, and to spread our indigenous civilisation 
as well as to enrich it. . . . 

2. The Principle of Democracy 

Since we have had only ideas about popular rights, and no democratic system has been 
evolved, we have to go to Europe and America for a republican form of government. . . .All 
through my revolutionary career I have held the view that China must be made a republic. 

3. The Principle of Livelihood. 

With the invention of modern machines, the phenomenon of uneven distribution of wealth 
in the West has become all the more marked. . . .1 have therefore decided to enforce the 
principle of the people's livelihood simultaneously with the principles of nationalism and 
democracy.... 

-Sun Yat Sen (Leader of the Kuomintang, or Nationalist Party. Also 
the president of the new Republic of China in 1912) from 
Fundamentals of National Reconstruction, 1923. 



1) Who wrote this document? What was his job? 



2) In which direction did Sun Yat Sen lead China? 



3) What quotations from the above passage support your answer for #2? 



Communists vs. Nationalists 

Directions: Use the excerpt and the chart to complete the questions. 
Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk 

"Mao Zedong (1893-1976) was a Chinese communist leader... (He) was born into a 
peasant family ...After training as a teacher ...he began to read Marxist literature. In 
1921, he became a founder ... of the Chinese Communist Party... 



In 1923, the Kuomintang nationalist party had allied with the Communist Party to defeat 
the warlords... Then in 1927, the Kuomintang leader, Jiang Jeishi (Chiang Kai-shek), 
launched an anti-communist purge. Soon after, the Chinese Civil War began. 




Chinese Political Opponents 


Nationalist Party 




Communist Party 


Jiang Jeishi 


Leader 


Mao Zedong 


Southern China 


Area Ruled 


Northern China 


United States 


Foreign Support 


Soviet Union 


Defeat of Communists 


Domestic Policy 


National liberation 


Weak due to inflation and 
failing economy 


Public Support 


Strong due to promised land 
reform for peasants 


Ineffective, corrupt leadership 
and poor morale 


Military Organization 


Experienced, motivated 
guerilla army 



1) Who was Mao Zedong? 



2) What ideology did Mao Zedong believe in? 



3) Judging from the chart, which group was more likely to win control of China? Why? 



The Long March 

Directions: View the video and answer the following questions. 

https://docs.google.eom/file/d/0B2t7k6fQ9i0mTlllMlhEVmZBeiQ/edit 




1) Which side had the military advantage in April, 1934? 



2) Why did the 87,000 Communist soldiers embark on the Long March? 0-2:50 



2) What were some difficulties facing the soldiers on the Long March? 



4) What does the Long March indicate about how Mao Zedong's followers viewed him? 
1:01:45-1:07:00 



DAY TWO 



Daily Aim: How did the Chinese Civil War lead to the Mao Zedong 's Communist 

Revolution ? 

Two Chinas 

Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions below. 

Excerpt from History.com 

As they steadily lose ground to 
the communist forces of Mao 
Zedong, Chinese Nationalist 
leaders depart for the island of 
Taiwan, where they establish 
their new capital. Nationalist 
leader Jiang Jieshi left for the 
island the following day. This 
action marked the beginning of 
the "two Chinas" scenario that 
left mainland China under 
communist control and vexed 
U.S. diplomacy for the next 30 
years. 



It also signaled the effective end of the long struggle between Chinese Nationalist 
forces and those of the communist leader Mao Zedong, though scattered Chinese 
Nationalists continued sporadic combat with the communist armies. 

1) What happened at the end of the Chinese Civil War? 



2) How did the United States react to the "two Chinas" scenario? 



3) Which do you think is the legitimate China? Why? 




Civil War Leads to Revolution 



Directions: Analyze the following documents and answer the scaffolding questions. Then, using 
the documents and your knowledge of social studies, make a Venn Diagram comparing Mao 
Zedong's version of communism with Karl Marx's version of communism. 

Document 1 



". . . They [the Communists] openly declare that 
their ends can be attained [achieved] only by the 
forcible overthrow of all existing social condi- 
tions. Let the ruling classes tremble at a 
Communist revolution. The proletarians have 
nothing to lose but their chains. They have a 
world to win. Working men of all countries, 
unite!" 

— Friederich Engels and Karl Marx, 
Communist Manifesto, .1848 



1) Who does Karl Marx believe should lead a communist revolution? 



Document 2 



A revolution is an uprising, an act of violence whereby one class overthrows another. 
A rural revolution is a revolution by which the peasantry overthrows the authority of 
the feudal landlord class. If the peasants do not use the maximum of their strength, 
they c an never overthrow the authority of the landlords which has been deeply rooted 
for thousands of years . 

— Mao Zedong, 1927 
2) Who does Mao Zedong believe should lead a communist revolution? 



Communes and the Great Leap Forward 



Directions: Read the following account of the Great Leap Forward and answer the questions 
below. 




Excerpt, Historylearningsite.co.uk 

After his first Five Year Plan, Mao had 
toured China and concluded that the 
Chinese people were capable of 
anything and the two primary tasks that 
he felt they should target was industry 
and agriculture. Mao announced a 
second Five Year Plan to last from 1958 
to 1963. This plan was called the Great 
Leap Forward. 



The Great Leap Forward planned to develop agriculture and industry. Mao believed 
that both had to grow to allow the other to grow. Industry could only prosper if the work force 
was well fed, while the agricultural workers needed industry to produce the modern tools 
needed for modernization. To allow for this, China was reformed into a series of communes. 



The geographical size of a commune varied but most contained about 5000 families. 
People in a commune gave up their ownership of tools, animals etc so that everything was 
owned by the commune. People now worked for the commune and not for themselves. The life 
of an individual was controlled by the commune. Schools and nurseries were provided by the 
communes so that all adults could work. Health care was provided and the elderly were moved 
into "houses of happiness" so that they could be looked after and also so that families could 
work and not have to worry about leaving their elderly relatives at home. 

1) What did the Great Leap Forward plan to do? 



2) What were three (3) changes that took place when China formed farms into 
communes? 



Critical Thinking: 

From what you have learned so far, do you think that having peasants join farm 
communes was a good idea for China? Why or why not? 



DAY THREE 

Daily Aim: Was Mao Zedong's brand of Marxism a success for China? 
The Dark Side of the Great Leap Forward 
Directions: View the following video and answer the questions below. 

https://docs.google.eom/file/d/0B2t7k6fQ9i0mOUNHVWhTZDhBTEk/edit 




1) How did family life change as a result of farm communes? 0-1:08 



2) Why did peasants lie about their production figures of grain? 1:08-4:07 



3) What happened as a result of these wrong production figures? 4:07-6:00 



The Great Chinese Famine 



Directions: Read the following newspaper article about Yang Jisheng, a historian who wrote a 
book about the Great Chinese Famine. Answer the questions below. 



The Great Famine remains a taboo in China, where it is referred to euphemistically as 
the Three Years of Natural Disasters or the Three Years of Difficulties. Yang's monumental 
account entitled Tombstone, first published in Hong Kong, is banned in his homeland. 

He had little idea of what he would find when he started work: "I didn't think it would 
be so serious and so brutal and so bloody. I didn't know that there were thousands of cases of 
cannibalism. I didn't know about farmers who were beaten to death. 

"People died in the family and they didn't bury the person because they could still 
collect their food rations; they kept the bodies in bed and covered them up and the corpses 
were eaten by mice. People ate corpses and fought for the bodies. In Gansu they killed 
outsiders; people told me strangers passed through and they killed and ate them. And they ate 
their own children. Terrible. Too terrible." 

For a moment he stops speaking. 



1) According to the passage, why did some families decide not to bury the 
bodies of their family members? 



2) Why do you think Yang's book about the Chinese Famine is banned in 
China? 



The Cultural Revolution (1966-1968) 



Directions: View the PowerPoint presentation and take notes on what you observe. 




Years 




Causes of the 

Cultural 

Revolution 




Goals of the 

Cultural 

Revolution 




Results of the 

Cultural 

Revolution 





Students and the Cultural Revolution 

Directions: Read the following excerpts from two different memoirs. Then, compare their points 
of view. 

Memoir 1: Rae Young 

When the Cultural Revolution broke out in late May 1966, 1 felt like the legendary monkey 
Sun Wukong, freed from the dungeon that had held him under a huge mountain for five hundred 
years. It was Chairman Mao who set us free by allowing us to rebel against authorities. As a student, 
the first authority I wanted to rebel against was Teacher Lin, our homeroom teacher. A big part of her 
duty was to make sure that we behaved and thought correctly. 

Now the time had come for the underdogs to speak up, to seek justice! Immediately I took up 
a brush pen, dipped it in black ink and wrote a long dazibao [poster]. Using some of the rhetorical 
devices Teacher Lin had taught us, I accused her of lacking proletarian feeling toward her students, of 
treating them as her enemies, of being high-handed, and of suppressing different opinions. My 
classmates supported me by signing their names to it. Next, we took the dazibao to Teacher Lin's 
home nearby and pasted it on the wall of her bedroom for her to read carefully day and night. This, of 
course, was not personal revenge. It was answering Chairman Mao's call.... 

Source: Rae Young, Spider Eaters: A Memoir, 1997. 



Memoir 2: Fan Cao 



I was a 7th grader when the Great Cultural Revolution broke out. . . . 

I was not allowed to join the Red Guards simply because my grandparents were rich before 
the communists took away their land, and my parents were considered "intellectuals," which 
automatically made them anti-revolutionists regardless of the fact that they had been following Mao's 
idealism since their early adulthood. As members of the university faculty, my parents were 
obviously in trouble. I, of course, was guilty by association. Only a 13-year-old girl, I became a target 
of the revolution. 

After that, I lost all my friends and lived in perpetual fear for several years. 
Despite this unbearable life, I did not dare challenge my belief in the revolution. Instead, I wondered 
if it might be my parents who had done something wrong. I wrote a dazibao denouncing them to 
show my loyalty to Mao. 

Source: Fan Cao, Under the Red Sun, 2005 



1) According to Memoir 1, how does Rae Young feel about the Cultural Revolution? 



2) According to Memoir 1, what is the first thing that Rae Young does when the Cultural 
Revolution breaks out? 



3) According to Memoir 1, do you think that Rae Young was being truthful when she wrote 
that her actions were not "personal revenge"? 



4) According to Memoir 2, why was Fan Cao not allowed to join the Red Guards? 



5) According to Memoir 2, why would Chairman Mao consider intellectuals dangerous, 
even those who followed his own ideals like Fan Cao's parents? 



6) What does "denouncing" mean? 



7) Why were these girls' experiences of the same event (the Cultural Revolution) so 
different? 



DAY FOUR 

Daily Aim: How did China change after the death of Mao Zedong? 



The Four Modernizations 

Directions: View the cartoon and read the passage, then answer the questions that follow. 




After Mao's death in 1976, party power was highly factionalized and Deng 
Xiaoping managed to emerge. . .and outmaneuver his rivals." 

As Deng gained more power within the party he advocated for a liberalization of 
some restrictions. . . . Deng Xiaoping's goal in 1976 was to set China back on the course 
of economic development that had been badly interrupted during the final years of 
Mao's leadership. Deng's rallying cry became the "Four Modernizations," articulated by 
Zhou Enlai in 1975, which entailed the development of industry, agriculture, defense, 
and science and technology. He set the course of reform by dismantling the communes 
setup under Mao.... 

His other reforms included. . .the welcoming of capitalists into the party. . . 
1) What was Deng Xiaoping's goal for China in 1976? 



2) What were the Four Modernizations? 



3) What is the point of the political cartoon? 



Human Rights Still Not Upheld 

Directions: View the cartoon and read the passage, then answer the questions that follow. 




By the 1980s, Deng began to reform the Chinese economy and introduced 
elements of a free market into the state-dominated economy. But while Deng 
encouraged elements of a market economy, he opposed democratic reform and dealt 
harshly with pro-democracy protesters. The Chinese learned that Deng's "Four 
Modernizations" dealt only with economic reform or allowing individuals to profit 
from their labors but not political reform. Individuals who criticized the Chinese 
Communist Party were imprisoned and sometimes executed. Freedom of the market 
did not extend to freedom of the mind. 



1) Was Deng Xiaoping's regime an improvement over Mao Zedong's? 



2) How did Deng Xiaoping deal with protesters to the Communist Party? 



3) Where are the men in the political cartoon? 



4) Why is the cartoon ironic? 



Tiananmen Square Protest 



Directions: Read the following newspaper article and complete the journal response. 




Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk 
On This Day: June 4, 1989 

"Several hundred civilians have been shot dead by the Chinese army during a bloody 
military operation to crush a democratic protest in Peking's (Beijing) Tiananmen Square. 

Tanks rumbled through the capital's streets late on 3 June as the army moved into the square 
from several directions, randomly firing on unarmed protesters. . . . 

Demonstrators, mainly students, had occupied the square for seven weeks, refusing to move 
until their demands for democratic reform were met. 

The protests began with a march by students in memory of former party leader Hu Yaobang, 
who had died a week before. 

But as the days passed, millions of people from all walks of life joined in, angered by 
widespread corruption and calling for democracy. 

Tonight's military offensive came after several failed attempts to persuade the protesters to 
leave..." 



Journal Response : Imagine that you are a student living through the Tiananmen Square 
attack. Write a letter to Deng Xiaoping in which you: 

• Describe your experience at Tiananmen Square 

• Mention 2 other examples of how Communist China affected you (for example, the 
Cultural Revolution or the Great Famine) 

• Tell Deng Xiaoping how he should change China 



Name: 



Date: 



Grade: 117 points 



Homework #7 



1) Directions: Read Chapter 30 Section 3, Chapter 33 Section 2, and Chapter 35 Section 5. 

2) Directions: For each term or name, create a flashcard by writing two sentences 
explaining its significance on a 4 x 6 ruled white index card. 3 POINTS PER CARD. 

a. Kuomintang h. Red Guards 

b. Sun Yixian i. Cultural Revolution 
C. May Fourth Movement j. Deng Xiaoping 

d. Mao Zedong k. Four Modernizations 

e. Jiang Jieshi 1. Tiananmen Square 

f. Long March m. Hong Kong 

g. communes 

3) Directions: Create a timeline showing major events in China's communist revolution. 2 
POINTS PER EVENT. 

a. 1911 f. 1958 

b. May 4, 1919 g. 1966 

c. 1933 h. 1980 

d. October 1949 i- April- June 4, 1989 

e. 1950 

4) Directions: Answer the following questions by writing complete paragraphs (at least 5 
sentences). 30 POINTS PER ANSWER. 

a. What caused the Communist revolutionary movement in China to gains strength? 

b. What happened to prevent Mao's Great Leap Forward from bringing economic 
prosperity to China? 
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